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human-like reasoning abilities for Al. Developing human-like reasoning abilities for Al requires 
collaboration across multiple disciplines like neuroscience, brain imaging, sociology, and ML 
research. In this same vein, the National Artificial Intelligence Research and Development 

Strategic Plan should stress the need to leverage the unique strengths of, and reinforce 
collaboration among, government, academia, and the private sector to advance Al/ML research 
and development. 

Clarify the government's vision and guidance for acquiring and making available tools and 

capabilities necessary for Al/ML research and development. 

The strategic plan could be improved by adding a clear vision and direction on investment into 
key enablers of Al/ML research and development in government. For example, data sharing and 
access to large data sets are essential to Al/ML research and development; commercial cloud is 
essential in this regard. Furthermore, we encourage NSF to clarify how this strategy will benefit 
from and be aligned with existing policies, strategies, and initiatives regarding the acquisition of 
enabling technologies and resources, such as the Administration's IT modernization agenda.1 

Outline key assumptions around the future direction of analogous policies impacting Al/ML 

Analogous policies on important issues, like privacy and cybersecurity, are not adequately 
addressed in the current strategic plan. Legislation, regulation, and technological innovation in 
those spaces could impact Al/ML research and development. It is critical that policy regarding 
privacy be developed in such a way that does not hamper Al/ML research and development. 
We therefore encourage NSF to articulate in the strategic plan how ongoing work across the 
government that may affect Al/ML research and development (e.g., NIST's privacy framework) 
will be coordinated and aligned with the Nation's Al/ML vision, goals, and priorities. 

AWS is grateful for the opportunity to respond to this request for comment, and we are 
prepared to support NSF in updating and implementing the National Artificial Intelligence 

Research and Development Strategic Plan. Moreover, we stand ready to serve as a partner to 
the entire federal government in maximizing the benefits of Al/ML while minimizing its risks. 

Respectfully, 

 
Steven Block 
Senior Manager, Public Policy 
Amazon Web Services 

1 See the Report to the President on Federal fT Modernization, available at 

https:ljitmodernization.cio.gov/assets/report/Report"/420to%20the%20President%20on%201T%20Modernization% 
20-%20Final.pdf. 




